“How to Be a Big Picture Christian”
2 Peter 3:8-10

God’s next universal judgment upon the world will not be with water but with fire
When God makes a reservation, you can be sure it will be kept
As we emphasized last time, His supernatural intervention is unstoppable
There is no ultimate escape for any person who is not eternally safe in God’s family through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
Why is Peter so intent on referencing this future judgment?
We must remember the Christians to whom Peter was writing were undergoing ongoing intense and merciless persecution at the hands of wicked men
They were looking for God’s justice upon their perpetrators
But as much as they sought divine retribution, it was not coming
Peter now turns to how they should respond to this 
They were to evaluate things by God’s perspective of time, not theirs
What seems very long to us is only momentary to Him
Moses wrote about how God views time in Psalm 90:1-4
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“All things are equally near and present to His view; the distance of a thousand years before the occurrence of an event, is no more to Him than would be the interval of a day.  With God, indeed, there is neither past, present, nor future.  He takes for His name the ‘I AM.’... He is the I AM; I AM in the present; I AM in the past and I AM in the future.  Just as we say of God that He is everywhere, so we may say of Him that He is always; He is everywhere in space; He is everywhere in time.” (Spurgeon, BLB)
It’s His perception of time and His agenda which matters most
He will certainly keep His divine promises whether this does not seem nearly quick enough for us
But why does God seem to take such a long time to bring about justice from an earthly perspective?
It’s because His mercy impedes His judgment
His desire is for people to be rescued from it through genuine repentance
Those reading Peter’s letter needed to have a greater understanding of this
The heart of God is for reconciliation and not destruction
This is what the prophet Jonah had to learn when he was hoping for God’s immediate and severe judgment upon Israel’s arch enemy, the people of Nineveh
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The book abruptly ends with God’s personal reference to His mercy
Jonah 4:11: “And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also much cattle?” (ESV)
There’s also an example from the New Testament gospels which warrants our attention 
Turn with me to Luke 9:51-56
Jesus had to rebuke His disciples for their lack of compassion and empathy for those outside God’s kingdom
God’s longsuffering is one of His many wonderful attributes
How very thankful you and I ought to be for this

But even God’s patience has a limit
This was evident when He judged the entire world with a flood in Noah’s time
His grace will reach a point of no return in a yet future time
This inevitable, coming judgment will come unexpectedly like a thief in the night
Jesus spoke of this in Matthew 24:36-44
This judgment will be universal and cataclysmic in every way
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“The solar system and the great galaxies, even space-time relationships, will be abolished... All elements which make up the physical world will be dissolved by heat and utterly melt away.  It is a picture which in an astonishing degree corresponds to what might actually happen according to modern theories of the physical universe.” (Bo Reicke, cited in Green, BLB)
This is why, as a Christian, we should not put our roots down too deeply into this present world system
No earthly treasures have indestructible permanence
It’s truly hard to fathom this but there’s no avoiding this future reality
What do our lives reveal about what we truly believe about this?
What should our response be, knowing this will ultimately happen?
Peter finishes this letter by answering this important question
We will examine this next time
Cradle, Cross, Cataclysm, Crown

