“How to Live as Suffering Saints”
1 Peter 2:18-21

The conduct Peter calls for in these verses can be aptly described as “tough stuff”
Some commandments in Scripture are much more challenging to fulfill than others
This instruction echoes what Christ taught about how we are to treat our enemies, back in the “Sermon on the Mount”
Matthew 5:11-12, 44: “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.  Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you…but I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.”
There’s no question submission is a key concept within Christianity
Peter covers the theme of submission from chapter two, verses thirteen to chapter three, verse six
He picks this up again in chapter five, verses five and six
As Christians, we are to submit to government authorities, servants to masters (employees to employers), wives to husbands and younger believers to older saints
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To submit is to willingly put oneself under rank
The Scriptures make a clear distinction between identity and role
Look with me at Galatians 3:26-29
Equality does not negate principles of submission in relational contexts
Peter points to this reality throughout this letter
Kings and governors hold a higher authority than the common populace
Masters hold higher authority than their slaves
Husbands hold higher authority than their wives
Elders hold higher authority than younger believers
Not only making these statements but insisting upon their practice isn’t without substantial controversy, especially so in our present culture
This instruction about slaves and masters certainly fits into this category
Please understand we, without question, are totally against slavery
It’s got no justifiable place within the Christian faith or general society
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Furthermore, and most importantly, it violates the fact every single person is made in the image of God and therefore has non-differential worth, i.e. we all have equal value; no one has the right to own someone else                                                                       
However, within Peter’s time, slavery was imbedded within cultural norms
It wasn’t right but it was also not going away any time soon
Therefore, how was a Christian slave to act toward his master?
“One’s Christianity does not give the right to rebel against one’s superior in the social structure, no matter how unfair or harsh he may be” (The MacArthur Study Bible, p. 1943)

A believing slave was to reverentially respect his master
Notice the inclusivity of this command – there’s no exceptions
This respect was to be manifested whether the master was good and gentle or harsh and abusive
What does respect look like?
Inherent within it is a good attitude, non-inflammatory language, no slander, malice, mocking, cursing, yelling, unwarranted criticism
Positively, it involves being gracious, thankful, patient
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Now place yourself in each scenario, i.e. good master/harsh master
Which one would you rather be in if you were a slave?
That’s obviously a rhetorical question
It’s much easier to be submissive to and show respect toward a gracious master
However, being in the undesirable scenario and having the right response is much more commendable before God
Notice how important it is for the mistreated slave to have a vertical perspective
Paul also referenced this in Colossians 3:22-25
Here’s the general outcome, which applies within every challenging relational situation, especially where submission is called for when it is very difficult to do it
If we don’t consciously have a God orientation, we will inevitably have a sinful response
Unfair treatment reveals the authenticity of our faith
In fact, godly endurance under unjust circumstances is what characterizes true Christians
This is a common theme throughout the New Testament epistles
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How we react when we suffer wrongfully is a huge indicator if we are living righteously
Remember how I said how Peter’s instruction here is “tough stuff”
Well, it goes up to yet another level in verse 20
He refers to actually being beaten, physically abused by one’s master
Certainly, this must be the time to rise up a slave and call out this mistreatment and insist upon justice
Not according to what Peter writes
If a Christian slave was beaten for doing what was wrong and has a patient attitude, this really doesn’t call for much heavenly commendation
However, when a believing slave is beaten, when they have not done anything that is wrong and has a patient attitude, this gets heaven’s affirmation
But how can God rightly call for such a positive, patient response in seemingly impossible scenarios?
Peter gives us the primary reason in the remaining verses within this chapter, beginning with verse 21
A patient response mirrors Christ’s response when he was greatly mistreated by others during His life and earthly ministry
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What are the takeaways for us?
We can apply this teaching to present day employer, employee relationships
We can also apply these principles it to any context where we are to submit to higher authorities
What are we going through right now with regard to injustice?
How are we responding?

